 FRACTION SORT DIRECTIONS: 

Copy the fractions onto colored paper or cardstock.  Cut them apart and place each set in a zipper-seal sandwich or snack-sized bag.

Have students work in pairs or groups of three to sort the fractions into two piles  Less than Half   More than Half
Consider giving them the task without any instructions…as a sort of pretest.  

Many fourth fifth and sixth graders don’t have the fraction number sense or conceptual knowledge to complete this task without some guidance.  Many of them will say they don’t know how.  They will ask questions.  But encourage them to work with their partner(s) to come up with two groups of fractions-- less than half and more than half.  Encourage them to be able to provide reasons for their choices.  

After 10 minutes ask a student to name a fraction and tell whether he placed it in the Less than Half pile or the More Than Half pile.

Work through the problem asking the student to justify her answers and providing guidance.  Do this with a few more fractions from the sort.  Lead the students to the generalizations that describe fractions that are less than half and more than half.  
· Encourage the use of mathematics vocabulary such as numerator and denominator.  

· Emphasize the relationships between the numerator and denominator.

Give the students a chance to sort the fractions based on what they have discussed and learned.

For a written assessment use the chart below.  For an exit ticket, have students write 5 fractions that are less than half on one side of an index card and 5 fractions that are less than half on a the back of the card.  

	Less Than Half
	More Than Half

	1
	
	1
	

	2
	
	2
	

	3
	
	3
	

	4
	
	4
	

	5
	
	5
	

	6
	
	6
	

	7
	
	7
	

	8
	
	8
	

	9
	
	9
	

	10
	
	10
	



	11

25
	43

50
	1

5
	3

20
	12

50

	11

13
	7

8
	16

20
	23

50
	15

25

	23

86
	2

7
	2

5
	5

9
	4

87

	14

200
	7

11
	3

5
	7

16
	97

200


	27

50
	2

3
	1

7
	5

18
	16

60

	58

101
	17

23
	35

80
	78

93
	21

32

	13

91
	38

73
	42

80
	8

35
	54

77

	126

220
	13

40
	19

20
	28

48
	31

46


More Than 1/2





Less Than 1/2








